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What is RSS?
 Really Simple Syndication

 Rich Site Summary

 XML format

 Different versions: 0.91, 1.0, 2.0, ATOM

 Efficient content distribution

 Future of content distribution?



What does RSS look like?
<rss version="0.91">
<channel>
<title>XML.com</title>
<link>http://www.xml.com/</link>
<description>XML.com features a rich mix of information and services for the XML community.</description>
<language>en-us</language>
<item>
<title>Normalizing XML, Part 2</title>
<link>http://www.xml.com/pub/a/2002/12/04/normalizing.html</link>
<description>In this second and final look at applying relational normalization techniques to W3C XML Schema data modeling, Will 

Provost discusses when not to normalize, the scope of uniqueness and the fourth and fifth normal forms.</description>
</item>
<item>
<title>The .NET Schema Object Model</title>
<link>http://www.xml.com/pub/a/2002/12/04/som.html</link>
<description>Priya Lakshminarayanan describes in detail the use of the .NET Schema Object Model for programmatic manipulation 

of W3C XML Schemas.</description>
</item>
<item>
<title>SVG's Past and Promising Future</title>
<link>http://www.xml.com/pub/a/2002/12/04/svg.html</link>
<description>In this month's SVG column, Antoine Quint looks back at SVG's journey through 2002 and looks forward to 

2003.</description>
</item>

</channel>
</rss>

Source: http://www.xml.com/pub/a/2002/12/18/dive-into-xml.html



Why should I care?



Benefits of RSS
 Open standard – no cost

 Open standard – lots of developers

 Becoming pervasive

 Easy to use

 Helps keep inbox clear(er)



Issues of RSS
 Lack of understanding

 Sounds complicated

 Does it help or add to information overload?

 Users may need educating/persuading



How do I subscribe to/read RSS 
feeds?



What can I subscribe to?
 Blogs

 Twitter

 Newspapers

 Delicious

 Social sites (issue of passwords) – freemyfeed.com

 Wikis (password issue again)

 Anything that pushes out content via RSS



This may be clearer


