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What is a blog?



History

•Weblog as a term first popularised by Jorn
Barger in 1997
•First use of “blog” in 1999 by Peter Merholz – 23 
known weblogs in existence at the time
•Blogger (free blogging service) launched by 
Pyra Labs in 1999 – since acquired by Google
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Creating a blog



Why blog?

http://lancashirecare.wordpress.com/



Lancashire Care Library Blog (1)
 1.5 hours a day posting to blog (Sue)

 No problem finding material to post about – trick is to 
get balance right in terms of meeting needs of all users

 Wordpress statistics are very useful – can see what is 
most popular – static pages very popular

 Statistics also show search terms people have used to 
get to blog

 Key advantage of blog over normal web site – when 
Sue sees an article/research she knows people in Trust 
will be interested in she can blog it immediately



Lancashire Care Library Blog (2)
 Blog is a virtual filing system

 Has saved her 10 years of work in terms of promoting 
her service, raising awareness – she is now well known 
in Trust

 Email bulletin 2 or 3 times a month – digest of blog 
posts

 Bulletin links back to blog

 No previous experience of blogging/web – “if you can 
wordprocess you can write a blog” – perhaps get some 
help with setting it up then you’re off



Lancashire Care Library Blog (3)
 Wordpress usage stats helped in getting IT to allow 

email bulletin to be sent out

 “you (IT) allow people to access Google but not a 
useful blog” “when I show them my blog is reinforcing 
evidence-based practice then they have to back down” 
“once they see it they’re impressed and you have the 
stats to show it’s being used”

 It costs £0 to run the blog!



Lancashire Care Library Blog (4)
Sue’s Advice Summary

 Blogging gets you out of rut

 Makes you feel you are making a difference

 Start off small and get a feel for it, perhaps keep the 
blog private to start with

 Big benefit is that after a while you have built up a 
large archive of useful material

 The positive feedback is very encouraging - sometimes 
get gifts or chocolate and wine!!

 Wordpress have a responsive free help service



Spineless blog – Heriot-Watt
 Started as an alternative to sending out a library 

newsletter

 Approx. 800 visits a week – some posts get a lot of 
traffic (over 2,500 visits)

 Advice

 try to keep it interesting and from the users perspective

 Put info in context

 Use images

 Have fun


