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Reworking Panopticism
(Hypothesis)

• Revolution in mobile technologies

• Decentralized model of surveillance

• Non institutional

• Individualized and Privatized

• Mechanism of self regulation

• A decentred disciplinary society
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Mobility & the Web





Policy Responses to the Portable 
Panopticon

• Legal
• Extending Data Protection legislation

• Reinterpreting Human Rights Act

• Technical
• Hardware reconfiguration

• Software modification

• Cultural
• Raising risk awareness of citizen covert surveillance

• Spontaneous evolution of public and private 
boundaries



“It’s a Panopticon, 
Jim, but not as we 

know it.”


